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Crafting Multimodal Responses

to Picturebooks at Home
with Your Child
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by SALLY BROWN, LING HAO, & RONG ZHANG

“Giving children many ways to show their understanding of picturebooks is more
likely to capture the depth of their transactional experiences. Children bring a
multitude of experiences to stories including social, cultural, and linquistic resources.
Let’s open spaces for the differential representation of meaning-making.”
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LITERACY CHAMPION: SALLY BROWN

Sally Brown is a Professor of Literacy Education at Georgia Southern
University. She started her career as a primary school teacher in South
Carolina public schools. Currently, she teaches graduate and undergraduate
literacy courses with a focus on emergent bilinguals and technology.

Her research interests include supporting emergent bilinguals in English-only classrooms,
translanguaging, and multimodal meaning-making processes. Her recent book, Digital Initiatives
for Literacy Development in Elementary Classrooms: Engaging Research and Opportunities,
highlights the multimodal learning experiences of young children. She is also the co-editor of
Multimodal Literacies in Young Emergent Bilinguals: Speaking Back to Print-Centric Practices,

a forthcoming book.
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LITERACY CHAMPION: LING HAO

Ling Hao is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of South Carolina. She works
with different ELL families and Chinese immigrant families. Her research
focuses on exploring emergent bilingual children’s multimodal meaning-
making process and promoting the literacy development of students with
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. She is the co-editor of an upcoming
book, Multimodal Literacies in Young Emergent Bilinguals: Speaking Back to Print-
Centric Practices.

LITERACY CHAMPION: RONG ZHANG

Rong Zhang is a Ph.D. candidate at Purdue University. Her research is focused
on children’s literature and reading, especially for wordless book analysis

and young children’s multimodal reading. She also conducts research on
bilingual education with focuses on parents’ perspectives, family literacy, and
teachers’ perspectives. She has an upcoming article, Espafiol, el idioma que
nosotros hablamos: A Collective Case Study of Home Language Use from School
Community Journal.

One to Know: What Parents Need to Know
about Multimodal Literacy Practice
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Limits of Print-Centric Practices
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Schools often limit literacy learning to linguistic representations such as written and oral
language. However, not all children can express their ideas through this avenue. In order to
take notice of what children know and their potential to make meaning of stories, multimodal
literacy offers children opportunities to create literacy practices and fulfill their potential
through the use of multimodal resources.
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Multimodal Literacy

ZLES

Multimodal literacy involves using an organized set of resources for meaning-making that
take into account different ways of representing learning (Jewitt & Kress, 2008). Children make
choices about what and how to represent their understandings, using a variety of modes.

For example, children may combine the use of drawings and gestures to explain how a book
character changes over time.
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So, what type of modes might children engage in to make meaning of stories?
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* Visual: drawing (on paper or using a digital device like a tablet), the use of color,
paper cutouts, collage
MHR: LB (ERLENEEBFIRE L), SHAREE, B4,
BIsE
* Gestural: expressions through hand and body movements, acting out stories, dancing,
performing story dramas

BELR): BIFENESAKERE, REWNE, HE, NRELEE
* Musical: singing songs

BHRR: 1BH
* Oral: talk about books, dialogue, oral interactions, and oral storytelling
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What to Do: Get Reading and Exploring!
it o FIRFENERER!

Getting Started
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Select a book to read to your child that ties to their interests and experiences. Consider these
factors:
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¢ Culture: culturally diverse books
X X

* Language: bilingual books
EBE: WEB

Read the book with your child, pausing to ask questions that build connections between
the child and the story. Sample questions may include:

HIRMZF—EEBRONGE, FTRUETROZF—EibZ TR E IR R,
Fan:

* What are you thinking?
IR AEF?
* What do you notice?
REBR THL?
* How is the story making you feel?
BEXNEIRE L RAE?
* How are our family practices similar or different from those in the story?

BNEREMHSENREE R ENSERUERERITTIS?
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Once the story is finished, invite your child to respond to the book. You may offer various
resources for meaning-making. The goal is to have your child express their own understanding
of the story. Think about the resources you have in your home that can be used to make
meaning. Below are several examples of responses that children constructed about books that
were read to them.
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After your child completes their response, talk to them about their work. You may want to allow
the child to just tell you what they have made, or you can guide them with questions.
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* What did you make today?
RESRM T H27?

* Tell me how your work connects to the story that we read.
FIFRARAERM I TR BE F A KEK

* How did you make sense of the story?
REBEELBEXNMIEN?

¢ Explain your thinking as you made your response.
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Examples of Multimodal Literacy
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Paper-Based Drawing Using Markers

ERAEERL LEE

After reading Giant: A Panda of the Enchanted Forest
(Xuan Loc Xuan, 2018), a child used markers to draw

a picture about pandas in the forest. The child extended
the picturebook plot about fires in the forest by drawing
flames around the pandas.

FE=T (Giant: A Panda of the Enchanted Forest) (Xuan Loc

Xuan, 2018) XA HZfGE, —MNEZFERKEER T —IEX
THRMEMNERIMNVEIE, ZFBd 7R ESHI A IEFR
FEREPRXTHRMANRET.
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Digital Drawing Using a Tablet Device
ERAFRIREHITRFSE

A child listened to a reading of The Pigeon Has to Go to
School (Mo Williams, 2019) and created an image of the
main character, Pigeon. Pigeon was wondering how he
would get to school, which was represented

in a speech bubble.

—NEFUTT (The Pigeon Has to Go to School) (Mo Wil-
liams, 2019) XM EF, IET EABFHTLR. BF
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Playdough

1Bz

After reading Who Stole the Buns? (Yishi Jin, 2011),
one child played with playdough and made some
buns, dumplings, and sweet dumplings using
different colors.
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Painting with Watercolors

KFEE

A child listened to Lotus Town’s Morning Market (Xiang
Zhou, 2006), and then used watercolor to paint some
lotus blossoms in a pond. He also wrote Chinese
characters fa11& for lotus.

EET (FEENET) (A 2006) IRBZ/E,
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Legos

FERK

After reading Dim Sum for Everyone (Lin, 2014),
one child used Lego to build a variety of the foods
(e.g., cakes, biscuits) that she likes to eat at home.

FE=T {Dim Sum for Everyone) (Lin, 2014) XA
2lE, — M EFRRESRAHETHERERE
IERN&MMEY (FINERE. %)
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Paper Cuts

BULK

After reading Celebrating the Lantern Festival (Sanmu Tang,
2010), a child made a paper lantern. She designed and cut
the lantern by herself and decorated it with colored pencils.
She also wrote Chinese character & (fortune) on her lantern.

EET (ITE) (B=K 2010) XAHZE, —ME&TFHA
MBI T —MI%E. BRI 7%, REREEHn
EXRMMKTTE. WEERRIELETXF & .

More to Know and Do:
Resources for Parents

BEZANRMITE: KKAIUERANEIR
Selecting Picturebooks to Read with Your Child

https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/Caldecott_Award_Winners.html

RIS S IR F—rCR 3
https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/Caldecott_Award_Winners.html

Purchasing Multicultural and Multilingual Picturebooks for Children
https://www.leeandlow.com/

NEZFWELZ XN ZIESEER:
https://www.leeandlow.com/

Recipe for homemade playdough
https://livingwellmom.com/easy-homemade-playdough-recipe/

SRS NES
https://livingwellmom.com/easy-homemade-playdough-recipe/

How to Reach Us
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Sally Brown: sallybrown@georgiasouthern.edu « @Sally445
Ling Hao: |hao@email.sc.edu

Rong Zhang: zhan2849@purdue.edu
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